the University, including recruitment of faculty and staff and education of postdoctoral fellows in neonatal/perinatal medicine.
In the Newborn Center, Joe was instrumental in creating family care programs designed specifically to meet family needs while their infants were in the nursery and developing a neonatal hospice center. His unit was one of the first to utilize neonatal nurse clinicians to transport sick babies and to be ambassadors of excellence in newborn care as they stabilized and transferred infants from among hospitals throughout the region.
In 1963 Joe organized and initiated the Aspen Conference on Perinatal Biology, and many participants, including Dr. Mildred Stahlman of Vanderbilt, felt that this was the beginning of the recog1973: Back row left to right: L. Joseph Butterfield, MD, Denver; H. P. Belton Meyer, MD, Phoenix; Larry Jung, MD, Salt Lake City; Joe Daily, MD, Phoenix; Tom Harris, MD, Tucson. Front row, left to right: Ron Coen, MD, Albuquerque; Marybeth Sayre, Denver; Leona Hollingsworth, Salt Lake City; Noland Barnard, Salt Lake City. At the Rancho Encantado in Tesuque, NM. The first planning meeting to begin the organization of the American Academy of Pediatrics District VIII Perinatal Section. After further meetings in Park City, UT and Denver in 1974 and in Carefree, AZ in 1975 , the organizing meeting of the AAP District VIII Perinatal Section was held in Scottsdale, AZ, in 1976 in cooperation with the Committee on the Fetus and Newborn of the AAP. The first edition of "Toward Improving the Outcome of Pregnancy" was released at that meeting. This was the March of Dimes/Birth Defects Foundation publication of the National Committee on Perinatal Health monograph, which was written by representatives of the AAFP, AAP, ACOG, AMA, and the MOD/BDF. Perinatology (1999) 
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born in the world. In 1999, the conference will celebrate its 33rd anniversary.
One of Joe's major contributions was as an organizer and member of the task force on perinatal health that was dedicated to the improvement of care provided for pregnant women and their infants. Joe was the delegate representing the American Medical Association, and delegates from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) wrote the landmark treatise entitled "Toward Improving the Outcome of Pregnancy." This work was 4 years in the making and was published by the March of Dimes/Birth Defects Foundation in 1976 and again in 1983.
Dr. Sprague H. Gardiner was the original chairman of the task force, but Joe was one of the most influential and productive forces of the group. His ability to facilitate consensus and to focus on key issues were paramount to the successful completion of the task force recommendations. These physicians were instrumental in bringing neonatology and perinatology together to work toward common goals, and was the impetus for the creation of the Guidelines for Perinatal Care which was published in 1983 and which was dedicated to both Drs. Gardiner and Butterfield. The third edition of the Guidelines was published in 1992.
In the early 1970s, Dr. Butterfield, again many years ahead of his time, created an alliance with the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at St. Lukes Hospital in Denver, wherein the Children's Hospital leased and operated the level I and II nurseries at St. Lukes. The staff of Children's provided the expertise and equipment, but leased the space and laboratory services from St. Lukes. This concept has now been adapted by many other programs. After 10 years, St. Lukes recognized the gold mine they had in their midst and reacquired the space for their own use. "Deregionalization" was the Butterfield evaluation of that situation.
In 1982, he stepped down as the Chairman of the Department of Perinatology, but continued to remain active in numerous programs at the Children's Hospital, in the Perinatal Section of the AAP, where he was a member of the organizing committee of that group, and organizing and participating in an Ad Hoc committee on Perinatal History of the AAP Perinatal Section.
Joe is a member of numerous societies and has received numerous honors and awards that he has richly deserved. He was elected to the American Pediatrics Society, received the Virginia Apgar Award, the highest honor of the Perinatal Section of the AAP, the Certificate of Service from the Colorado Medical Society, the Silver and Gold Award from the University of Colorado Medical Alumni Association, the Dis- Since 1963, Joe has been interested in legislation that had any impact on the care of mothers, infants, and children. He was involved in authorizing insurance carriers in Colorado to cover the costs of neonatal care, a remarkable accomplishment in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He became a registered lobbyist in 1985 and teaches a class, "How to be a Capitolist" at the Colorado State Capitol. Because of his manner, wit, and ability to work to develop a consensus, he has been extremely successful in interacting with legislators in developing and enacting laws to improve the care of perinatal programs. He is so well respected that often legislators will not vote on a bill until they find out "how Butterfield stands on the issue." Even when elected officials have different agendae, they respect and seek Joe's input on key healthcare-related legislation.
Throughout his life, Joe has done wonderful things for wonderful people without even thinking of any benefit for himself through these actions. It is amazing to many individuals as to why Joe goes out of his way to do these things. "What's in it for him?", they ask. It's an enigma to many and there is no way to explain it other than to say, "That's Joe's way."
At Dr. Lubchenco's retirement party, he presented her with a hooked rug that depicted the Intrauterine Growth Curve that she developed. He organized a special day in recognition for Dr. Bobbette Ranney who had been severely injured in an automobile accident several years previously. Joe wanted to show his high regard for Bobbette because of her courage and fortitude in the face of adversity to overcome many of her handicaps and make significant contributions to the educational and care programs at the University of Colorado, and more recently as a volunteer physician at the Monfort Clinic in Greeley, CO, which provides care for indigent children.
When Helen Liley called Joe to inform him of her father's untimely death and that she was about to fly back to Auckland for the funeral, he found out that she would have a 3-hour layover at the Los Angeles International Airport. Joe immediately flew to Los Angeles to be with Helen for those three hours so she would not be by herself during this most depressing time.
One of Joe's greatest pleasures is introducing students and fellows to established leaders in the field of perinatal medicine, usually at social gatherings or at dinners he himself hosts. He goes out of his way to ensure that these young people have the opportunity of interacting with established academicians.
When we were medical students at Colorado University, Bob Alway, who was Chairman of the Department of Pediatrics at the time and who later became Chairman and Dean at Stanford, often remarked that "good men marry good women." Joe married a great woman in 1967. Perry McArthur Carson, who just recently retired as a senior research associate in the Department of Psychiatry at Colorado University, is a most remarkable and talented individual. She was an active investigator carrying out innovative research on the emotional development of children and on how to educate adolescent and highrisk parents of these development patterns. She and Joe have been mutually supportive of one another in their academic pursuits and in their professional achievements. Joe was most proud when Perry was an invited speaker or when her papers were selected to be presented at research seminars. I think Joe was more proud of Perry's achievements than even his own.
Their home has always been open to family and friends and they delighted in having visitors at their home in Aspen, the McArthur Communication Center, located on 30 acres of beautiful Colorado mountain country.
Perry and Joe raised four children, two of whom passed away as young adults. There is nothing more painful than to lose children, especially when they have had so much left in their lives to accomplish. Because of their love and commitment to each other, the love and support of their family and friends, and because of their inner strength and courage, Perry and Joe have been able to overcome these tragedies and continue with their lives. They have been symbols of courage and inspiration to those of us who know and love them.
Lastly, Joe has a wonderful wit and sense of humor. He is able to bring joy and laughter to many, to diffuse a difficult situation with the turn of a word, or to put people at ease with the humorous turn of a phrase. When the Baby Doe regulations were being debated throughout the country, Joe admonished us with "We've heard about Baby Doe, what about Baby No-Dough?" thereby getting us to focus on problems regarding the care of the underserved.
He has devised numerous "buttons" that tend to "say it all." These are entitled, "You Can't Beat Kids," "Deliver us from ECMO," and "Home Deliveries are for Pizzas."
Although he claims he didn't design the button that proclaims that "Meconium Happens," I've heard him use the phrase long before the buttons appeared.
Joe informed me that his current creation is "Will Rogers Never Met Phil Sunshine." For the young people who may not understand that quip, Will Rogers, a wonderful humorist and satirist, was quoted as saying, "I never met a man I didn't like." Well, if Will Rogers had ever met Joe Butterfield, he not only would have liked him, he would have loved him.
